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This presentation covers the gardens of Old Salem—focusing on seed saving, the Historic Plant Collection, and the history of the garden and landscape restoration. 
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These restoration efforts draw from extensive Moravian archival sources (written records, maps, and artistic depictions), 
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as well as the botanical documentation produced by Salem’s many resident botanists. 
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Tied into a larger international network of Moravian botanists and communities, 
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Salem exemplifies how the Moravian Church’s strong emphasis on universal education fostered extensive natural history knowledge and plant exploration.�So, who are the Moravians?



Jan Hus (1370-1415)
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The Moravians trace their origins to Jan Hus (c. 1372–1415), a Czech reformer whose teachings challenged the Roman Catholic Church. Executed for heresy, Hus inspired the Hussite movement, which eventually led to the founding of the Unitas Fratrum (Unity of the Brethren) in 1457. 



1457 Unitas Fratrum (Unity of Brethren)
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This pacifist, scripture-focused group built their first congregation in Kunvald, Bohemia.



The Thirty Years War (1618-1648) 
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The Thirty Years' War (1618–1648) devastated the Unity, forcing it underground for nearly a century.



John Amos Comenius (1592-1670)
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John Amos Comenius, the last bishop during this period, preserved the church’s teachings and pioneered progressive education ideas, earning him the title "Father of Modern Education." His emphasis on literacy and learning became central to the Moravian mission.



Renewed Unity of the Brethren - 1722

Commentaires du présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
In 1722, remnants of the Unitas Fratrum sought refuge on the estate of Count Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf in Saxony, Germany. They established Herrnhut, where a spiritual renewal in 1727 birthed the modern Moravian Church. Herrnhut became the center of a global movement focused on communal living, modesty, and charity.



Moravian Communities in the 1700s
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Within 30 years, the Moravians established over 30 settlements worldwide and launched the first large-scale Protestant mission movement, sending laypeople as missionaries to the Caribbean, Americas, Arctic, Africa, and Asia. At its height, the Moravian Church was the largest international organization outside the Catholic Church.
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In 1754, the Moravians established their highest educational institution at Barby, Germany—an academy and theological seminary emphasizing hands-on learning.
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Natural history was central to the curriculum: a dedicated Cabinet of Curiosities, herbarium (“Herbarium Barbiensis”), and botanic garden fostered scientific investigation.
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Students undertook expeditions to collect and classify specimens, training future missionaries to document global flora and fauna.
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Count Zinzendorf moved the Church’s center to London in the late 1740s, forming ties with Sir Hans Sloane (Royal Society president). Moravians became trustees of Sloane’s collections, which helped found the British Museum.



Cranz's 
Histry of 

Greenland
1765
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Publications like David Cranz’s History of Greenland (1765) merged missionary reports with detailed natural history, captivating British audiences and securing funding for future Moravian expeditions.
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Christian Georg Andreas Oldendorp’s history of Moravian missions in the Caribbean (1777) further showcased the Church’s thorough documentation of local geography, climate, and culture.
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Sir Joseph Banks, was inspired by Cranz’s work, collaborated with Moravians in London; they sent him botanical specimens from their missions, especially from India, which contributed to Banks’s efforts to make Kew Gardens a global botanical hub. 



Moravian Botanists and Plant Collectors Worldwide
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Through wide-ranging missions and meticulous record-keeping, the Moravians became significant contributors to 18th-century natural history
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This grape vine illustration depicts the diaspora of Moravian communities at the time of it was created.
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This is a list of Moravian Botanists and Plant Collectors from 1717-1895



Moravians in America
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Early Settlements in America: The Moravians first arrived in Savannah, Georgia, in 1735, but that attempt failed. They successfully founded Bethlehem and Nazareth in Pennsylvania (1741), establishing key centers of Moravian life. Over time, they expanded into New Jersey, Maryland, Philadelphia, and Staten Island.



Moravians in North Carolina
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North Carolina (Wachovia): In 1752, they purchased nearly 100,000 acres in present-day Forsyth County, North Carolina, calling it Wachau—later Anglicized to Wachovia. This territory lay on ancestral Native lands (Tutelo, Keyauwee, Sappony, Catawba, Cheraw) that had been significantly depopulated by the 1700s due to colonial pressures.�
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Formation of Bethabara (1753)
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First Settlement in Wachovia: Bethabara was established on November 17, 1753, by 15 brethren arriving from Bethlehem, PA. It became a hub for religious life, governance, trade, and defense during the French and Indian War.Moravian subsistence drew heavily on maize, beans, pumpkins, and other plants stewarded by Native peoples.



Bethabara – Upland Garden (1759)
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Upland Garden (1759): Moravian surveyor Philip Christian Gottlieb Reuter documented a unique nine-square garden design at Bethabara. Certain plots were planted with seeds from Germany, while border beds contained herbs and perennials.



Bethabara – Hortis Medicus (1761)
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Hortus Medicus (1761): Another Reuter map detailed the oldest well-documented medicinal herb garden in the U.S., highlighting the Moravians’ extensive use of medicinal plants. These thorough records, including archaeological findings, guide Old Salem’s landscape restoration today.�



Christian Gottlieb Reuter
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Christian Gottlieb Reuter, a surveyor for the Moravian community, mapped the entire Wachovia tract, producing the Great Map of Wachovia and the
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1760 Booklet for the Land Register about Wachovia, which detailed the land’s features and resources. Later appointed "Forester and Superintendent of Hunters," Reuter implemented European-style forest management, predating similar conservation practices in the U.S. by over a century. 
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His 1764 Flora Salemensis documented Wachovia’s flora and fauna.
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These documents have been invaluable for Old Salem's landscape restoration efforts



Formation of Salem 1766
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Salem, established in 1766 and becoming the Moravian hub in 1772, replaced Bethabara as the center of community life. Residents relocated to Salem, including the Sisters, who carefully transplanted plants from Bethabara’s medicinal garden. Planned as a trade town surrounded by agricultural villages, Salem combined commerce and cultivation within a theocratic governance framework.



Moravian Foresters
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From 1772 to 1857, Salem’s foresters managed the surrounding forests with a focus on conservation, watershed protection, and sustainable land use. The Moravians prohibited harmful practices, such as felling trees into creeks, to maintain clean water sources. 



Commentaires du présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
This commitment to stewardship extended to innovative infrastructure, including terracing to prevent erosion and Salem’s advanced waterworks system, which George Washington admired during his visit.





Salem, NC – A Center of Botanical Activity
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Botanical Exploration in Salem (Late 1700s–Early 1800s)Salem emerged as a botanical hub, attracting Moravian botanists educated in natural history. Their records still guide today’s landscape restorations.



Moravian Botanists in Salem NC

Jacob Van Vleck (1751-1831)

Samuel Kramsch (1756-1824)

Gustav Heinrich Dahlman (17??-18??)

*Anna Rosina Kliest Gambold (1762-1821)

Christian Friedrich Denke (1775-1838)

Lewis David de Schweinitz (1780-1834)
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Henry Muhlenberg’s 1818 catalog of 3,670 North American plants recognized 28 contributors—nearly one-fifth had ties to Salem. After his death, his herbarium, containing specimens from six Salem botanists, went to the American Philosophical Society, underscoring Salem’s significance in early American botany.
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Samuel Kramsch (1756 – 1824)
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Botanist Samual Kramsch taught at the Boys School 



Salem Boys School
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Botanist Samual Kramsch taught at the Boys School and then later was the first head of the Women's College



Lewis David de Schweinitz
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Lewis David de Schweinitz (“Father of North American Mycology”)Born in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, Schweinitz was inspired by Moravian natural history education from a young age.Moving to Salem in 1812, he compiled Flora Salemitana and produced landmark mycological works, including Synopsis Fungorum Carolinae Superioris (1822) and Synopsis of the American Fungi (1831), introducing hundreds of new fungi species.Internationally recognized, he corresponded with leading botanists and joined prestigious scientific societies. Though offered the presidency of the University of North Carolina, he remained a Moravian church administrator. 



Schweinitz's Sunflower

Commentaires du présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
Several species, including Phaeolus schweinitzii and Helianthus schweinitzii, honor his legacy.



Anna Rosina Gambold
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Anna Rosina GamboldThough not a Salem resident, she was connected via the Salem-sponsored mission to the Cherokee in Springplace, Georgia.Raised in Bethlehem, she served as a tutor, poet, and artist. After marrying John Gambold in 1805, she devoted her life to Moravian mission work at Springplace, documenting her experiences and botanical observations—further reflecting the Moravian tradition of detailed natural history record-keeping.
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Anna Rosina Gambold made a lasting impact as a pioneering female botanist with her early publication Plants of Cherokee Country.
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Botanizing continued at Salem through the late 1800s and into the next century  at Salem College, an early American women's school, with teachers like Polly Steiner, Emma Lehman, who led classes on day hikes to explore and document plants.
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Polly Steiner, Emma Lehman
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End of Part One
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Old Salem was established as a non-profit museum in 1950. The Old Salem Historic District became a National Historic Landmark in 1966. Ownership of the buildings and land whithin the historic district is shared among Old Salem, Inc., the Wachovia Historical Society, private owners, Salem College and Academy, and the Salem Congregation.
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In the early stages of its landscape and garden restoration, from 1950 to the early 1970s, Old Salem showcased only the Emma Griffith Memorial Garden. This garden, established by the Garden Club Council of Winston-Salem and Forsyth County behind the Miksch house, mirrored the 1761 Bethabara medical garden, featuring modern brick pathways. During this period, the broader Old Salem district was characterized by its aged trees and well-maintained lawns, reflecting the prevalent landscape styles of the 1950s and 60s. 





Flora Ann Bynum’s Legacy
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Flora Ann Bynum was a pivotal figure in the historic landscape restoration efforts at Old Salem. Her leadership and vision were instrumental in transforming Old Salem’s gardens and landscapes into accurate representations of the 18th and 19th centuries. 
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In 1972, Flora Ann Bynum proposed a historical approach to landscape restoration at Old Salem. She convinced key stakeholders, including Gene Capps, of the need to align the landscape with its historical roots instead of the manicured, golf-course-like appearance it had adopted.Bynum played a crucial role in establishing the committee to ensure that the historical accuracy of the gardens and landscapes was prioritized. This committee worked on designing and interpreting the landscapes to reflect the period between 1766 and 1856
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Flora Ann Bynum emphasized using these primary Moravian records and diaries to guide the restoration efforts. The Moravian Church archives contain extensive diaries and accounts documenting daily life in Salem, including agricultural records, landscape descriptions, disputes, and purchases. Numerous individual diaries also exist. However, only 10% of the archives in the U.S. have been translated, leaving much more to be uncovered.These additional historic resources combined with the Floras of Reuter and the Salem Botanists make Old Salem one of the best documented historic landscape restorations in the United States.
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We also paintings and illustrations from the time period to give us an good idea what the landscape actually looked like.
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Old Salem advanced historic landscape restoration, blending historical accuracy with public engagement. Early efforts, led by the Landscape Restoration Committee (1973–1975), included launching educational walking tours and labeling trees and shrubs. Peter Hatch, appointed the first horticulturist in 1974, restored native flora and gardens, producing the guide Native Trees of Forsyth County with Flora Ann Bynum in 1975.
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In 1976 the construction of terraced gardens along Salt Street transformed these lots. 
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Salem Arboretum was established circa 1977. It was planted with native trees from Reuter's documentation. This area didn't look like much when it was first planted but today are nice mature landscape.
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Salem Arboretum today
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In 1979, Bynum published the Old Salem Garden Guidebook 
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and helped organize the first Restoring Southern Gardens and Landscapes Conference, cementing Old Salem as a leader in the field.
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The 1980s brought growth under Philip Page, who introduced seed-saving practices, improved resources like greenhouses, and expanded research.
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Old Salem nurtured the founding of the Southern Garden History Society in 1982, which remains active.
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In the 1990s, the significant project was the recreation of the Miksch Garden, which had previously been a miniature version of the 1761 Hortis Medicus garden in Bethabara. Research for the Miksch Garden renovation began in 1992, culminating in its completion in 1996. 
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In the early 2000s the major project was the transformation of the old visitors' center site into a recreation of the historic Single Brothers Garden, located precisely in that area.
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In 2006, Old Salem mourned the loss of Flora Ann Bynum, a trailblazer in historic landscape restoration. As chair of the Landscape Restoration Committee (from 1975) and Secretary-Treasurer of the Southern Garden History Society (1982–2005), her contributions profoundly shaped Old Salem’s gardens and landscapes. 
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Known as a “Rogue Scholar,” Bynum’s influence extends far beyond her time, leaving a legacy cherished by both colleagues and the broader field of historical horticulture.
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That same year of Flora Ann’s passing, Old Salem changed its name to “Old Salem Museums & Gardens” to better reflect the increasing importance of the garden program and to clearly distinguish that there are multiple experiences available within the Old Salem district. 



Landscape today: 
Total area of OSMG and residential restored landscape: about 63 acres. OSMG landscape, 
not including the visitors center, Brewery Lot, Tannery Lot, and Factory Row, is ~33 acres:

• 560 native trees and shrubs 
• 87 different native species 
• A couple locations of note, which are planted with an intentional density of diversity: 

⚬ The old Salem Arboretum below MESDA 
￭  

⚬ P.E.I. Plants of Ecological Importance 
￭ 29 different native tree species 
￭ 11 different native shrub species 
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Old Salem Museum & Gardens (OSMG) and its surrounding restored residential landscape encompass about 63 acres. Excluding some specific lots (Visitors Center, Brewery Lot, Tannery Lot, and Factory Row), the OSMG landscape itself spans roughly 33 acres and includes 560 native trees and shrubs representing 87 species.Key features include the Old Salem Arboretum below MESDA and the “Plants of Ecological Importance” (P.E.I.) area, which alone features 29 native tree species and 11 native shrub species—both sites intentionally showcase a high diversity of native plants.



P.E.I. Plants of Ecological Importance



Gardens today: 
All gardens sq ft total 18,920 of intensive cultivation 
Miksch and Triebel: 

•  4320 sq ft (about the area of a basketball court) of intensive mixed vegetable/herb/grain/flower cultivation 
• Total Miksch and Triebel garden area: 11,146 sq ft (1/4 acre) including the orchard it is 14,714 sq ft (about 1/3 acre) 

Single Brothers Garden: 
•  11,400 sq ft (about the area of 3 basketball courts) of intensive mixed vegetable/herb/grain/flower cultivation  
• Total SBG area including orchard tree areas: 39,768 sq ft - total including SB house yard (near 1 acre) 

Salt Street Family Gardens:  
• 3,200 sq ft (about the area of a tennis court) of intensive mixed vegetable/herb/grain/flower cultivation 
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Old Salem’s current gardens span roughly 18,920 square feet under intensive cultivation, split among three primary areas:Miksch and Triebel Gardens4,320 sq ft intensively cultivated (vegetables, herbs, grains, flowers)Total area (including orchard): 14,714 sq ft (about ⅓ acre)Single Brothers Garden (SBG)11,400 sq ft intensively cultivatedFull site (including orchard and yard): nearly 1 acreSalt Street Family Gardens3,200 sq ft intensively cultivated (comparable to a tennis court)
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The Miksch and Triebel Gardens
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The Miksch Garden
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Photos from the Miksch garden
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The Single Brothers Garden
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Photos from the Single Brothers Garden



Seed Saving
 Historic Plant Collection

Commentaires du présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
Seed saving at Old Salem is a cornerstone of its Historic Plant Collection, combining preservation, education, and cultural storytelling. The program focuses on conserving heirloom plant varieties, all dating back to Old Salem's interpretive time period of 1766-1856 and known to have been potentially accessible to the Moravians of Salem during that time. These plants are grown, their seeds saved for long-term storage, and their histories shared with the public through our educational initiative "Seeds with Stories"



Historic Plant Collection (1766-1859):
• 187 historic heirloom vegetable and grain varieties
• 129 heirloom flowers and herbs
• 87 native tree and shrub species
• 32 heirloom fruit varieties
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The gardens act as a living seed bank, preserving the genetic heritage of over 100 locally adapted and historically significant plants, including vegetables, flowers, grains, and herbs. The collection includes varieties with ties to the Moravians, Indigenous peoples, and African American communities, reflecting agricultural, medicinal, and culinary practices of the region.The seed-saving efforts contribute to modern ecological practices by promoting plants adapted to the local climate, which are resilient and suitable for stabilizing food systems and ecosystems. ��Seeds, and the plants in the gardens and landscape, are not only conserved but also used for educational displays, agricultural demonstrations, and cooking interpretations in historical building kitchens.��Surplus seeds are shared with the community, reinforcing Old Salem’s commitment to education and sustainability. ��The Historic Plant Collection at Old Salem Museums & Gardens (1766-1859) encompasses:187 historic heirloom vegetable and grain varieties: Preserving the agricultural staples of the era.129 heirloom flowers and herbs: Highlighting the beauty and utility of historic gardens.87 native tree and shrub species: Reflecting the region's ecological heritage.32 heirloom fruit varieties: Showcasing traditional orchard crops essential to Salem's history.This diverse collection underscores Old Salem's dedication to preserving the botanical heritage of the Moravian community while supporting ecological and educational initiatives.



Commentaires du présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
We are members of a national network of seed savers called Seed Savers Exchange. We have sourced many of the varieties in our collection from the network. We also list seeds in the annual yearbook and share them with seed savers in the network.
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Bill Crow was the head vegetable gardener at Old Salem from 1989 through the mid 2000s. He was responsible for building up our vegetable seed collection.
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Bill had a working relationship with William Woys Weaver, a Pennsylvania Dutch seedways scholar and seed saver, who inherited a significant heirloom seed collection from his grandfather. This became the Roughwood Seed Collection. Weaver would send seeds to Bill Crow yearly to for Bill to grow out at Old Salem. Bill would send the seeds back to William Weaver but also keep some for Old Salem's collection.



Unique varieties in the collection with a direct connection to Moravians
• ‘Maxatawny’ Garlic 
• European columbine 
• Leinbach rose 
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A few varieties we know to have a direct connection to the Moravian story. As well documented Salem is and as good of records we have from the Moravians during this time period, we don't have a lot of specific varietal names. We usually only have the species information. Then we go to our expanded primary sources of seed ads in the MESDA craftsman database, then we go to secondary sources and scholars like William Woys Weaver.
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We do have some seed ads of seeds sold in Salem in the 1830s with specific variety names.
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Here you can read some of the old variety names.
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The Museum of Southern Decorative Arts is housed at and a part of Old Salem
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In the 1970s they typed out notecards of any old advertisemt they could find regarding craftspeople. This is now part of their craftsman data base. Seedsman were something they considered a craft so we have a great collection of early southern American seed ads of seed sellers.
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This resource has given us another primary resource to consult if we don't have specific varietal name resources from Salem specifically.





Commentaires du présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
These are the pea varieties listed in these old seed ads. Having this secondary resource has helped ensure that we are using historically authentic plant material.



Impact of genetic preservation: 
• Pink Bermuda and Sandhills preservation  
• Uncle Jim Shutt’s cucumber 
• Emkwana Squash: Seed Savers Exchange network & Baker Creek Heirloom Seeds
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We have seen some direct impact of our genetic preservation work. When the sole commercial source for 'Pink Bermuda' sweet potato, a small boutique seed company called Sandhills Preservation, lost their stock of this variety due to a natural disaster – Old Salem was able to send them 'Pink Bermuda' sweet potato from our collection. This helped to ensure that 'Pink Bermuda' remain available in the marketplace. �'Uncle Jim Shutt's' cucumber is a local heirloom that was stewarded by two siblings who had inherited the variety from their great uncle who had grown the cucumber since 1875. They gave us seed of their cucumber in 2014 and we documented their story. Both siblings have now passed but we still steward and share this seed at Old Salem.'Emkwana' is a Memnominee nation squash variety that for a while in the early 2000s had been shared in the Seed Savers Exchange community. For some reason it seemed to be lost to the seed saving network as no one listed it for nearly a decade. Old Salem had seed in our collection from last grown in our gardens in 2000. In 2010 we grew out the seed and have been sharing through the Seed Savers Exchange network ever since.  We have since sent seed of this variety to a rather large specialty seed company Baker Creek and to the Seed Savers Exchange farm and seed bank in Iowa. ����
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'Ploughboy Jarvis' Golden Prolific' Corn is a local corn/maize variety bred and sold in the early 1900s by a man who was a descendant of the Moravians. We have documented and share the story of this corn even though it technically falls outside of our historic time period.



oldsalem.org/garden
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Homowo Harvest Collection exclusively available at 
Moravian Book & Gift Shop

614 S. Main St. · Winston-Salem, NC 27101 · 336-723-6262

          
precursor to Southern cornbread stuffing; sage also was made 
into a medicinal tea.

Spearmint (Mentha spicata) according to Michael W. Twitty, 
spearmint was used to make mint teas for centuries in West 
Africa, and iced tea and mint juleps in the South.
Summer Squash ‘Summer Crookneck’, ‘Yellow 
Crookneck’ (Curcurbita pepo) one of the oldest 
documented varieties of squash; once grown by the Lenape 
Indians who inhabited the Delaware Valley. 

Sweet Corn ‘Stowell’s Evergreen’ (Zea mays) one of the 
oldest sweet corns; originated as cross between Menomonie 
Flour Corn and the Iroquois Northern Sugar Corn in 1848. 
The kernels remain milky.

Tomato ‘Large Red’ (Lycopersicon lycopersicum) one of 
the most commonly grown and best documented tomato 
varieties in the country prior to the Civil War; enslaved 
Africans were among the first to popularize the tomato in 
the American South. For some time the tomato was believed 
to be poisonous.

Turnip ‘Purple Top White’, ‘Seven Top’ (Brassica rapa) 
‘Purple Top’ is a garden standard since before the 1880s. 
‘Seven Top’ is a pre-1800 variety popularly used for spring 
greens in the South.

Winter Squash ‘Green-Striped Cushaw’* (Curcurbita 
mixta) aka Tennessee Sweet Potato Squash; popular variety 
introduced in the late 1780s from Jamaica. 

*Listed on Slow Food’s Ark of Taste.

African/American Heirloom Seeds
Old Salem Museums & Gardens honors garden heritage with 
this unique offering of seeds from plants native to Africa 
and seeds from plants traditionally associated with African 
Americans. World history illuminates the early movement of 
seeds and food between continents, and Africa is the origin 
of many seeds for food in the American diet. Seeds of foods 
traditionally associated with African Americans give evidence 
to history, culture, relationship, and memory.

Old Salem Horticulture developed the seed collection with 
guidance from the local Black community and consultation 
with culinary historian Michael W. Twitty. It includes 
heirloom vegetables, herbs, and flowers growing in America 
by 1900. Three heirloom seed companies supply the 
collection: Seed Savers Exchange, Southern Exposure Seed 
Exchange, and Sow True Seed.

Take some history home to plant in your own
garden—delicious, beautiful, and fragrant possibilities!

Asparagus Pea (Lotus tetragonolobus) likely from northwest 
Africa; a legume not related to either asparagus or peas; 
mentioned as early as 1734 in America. 

Benne* / Sesame (Sesamum indicum) came to the Carolinas 
with enslaved Africans who cultivated this essential food 
and medicinal. Later use as a commodity oil crop (sesame) 
deteriorated flavor. Old fashioned, richly flavored seed.

Black-Eyed Susan Vine (Thunbergia alata) native to Eastern 
Africa; fast-growing climber with vibrant yellow blooms and 
dark centers; tender perennial, usually treated as an annual.
Bush Bean ‘Kebarika’ (Phaseolus vulgaris) heirloom from 
Kenya; used for soup, baking, or dried.

originally from africa

homowo
harvest collection

Top Image: Fish Pepper, Liberian hands holding okra seed, Black-eyed 
Susan vine

traditionally associated with/ used 
by african americans

’ 

Basil ‘Lettuce Leaf’ (Ocimum basilicum) According to Michael W. 
Twitty, basil was grown at the dooryard for good luck and to 
prevent negative energy from the household.

Beet ‘Early Blood Turnip’* (Beta vulgaris) is one of the oldest 
surviving table beets in America. This “turnip-rooted” beet 
grows rapidly and stores well. 
Cabbage (Brassica oleracea) ‘Charleston Wakefield’ was 
historically used by African American cooks as a base for
Low Country “vegetable bunch” soup, according to Michael
W. Twitty. ‘Savoy’ aka “savory” cabbage is prized for great-
tasting crinkled leaves that last through the winter. 

Collards (Brassica oleracea) ‘Georgia Southern’ is a pre-1880 
old Southern favorite heirloom; ‘Green Glaze’ was introduced 
in 1820 by David Landreth. ‘Yellow Cabbage’* is a heading 
collard popular in eastern North Carolina.

Creasy Greens / Upland Cress (Barbarea verna) European 
heirloom cultivated since the 1600s; cooked greens served with 
buttermilk corn bread is traditional Southern meal; easy to grow 
and very nutritious. 

Cucumber ‘Roseland Small White Pickling’ (Cucumis sativus) 
North Carolina family heirloom from near Lincolntown.

Eggplant Louisiana Long Green (Solanum melongena var. 
esculentum) introduced by Africans and Spaniards into 
Southern and Creole cuisine. Grown in the gardens of enslaved 
Louisianans.

Kale ‘Vates Dwarf Blue Curled Scotch’ (Brassica oleracea) 
Hardy, ornamental, and delicious.

Lima Bean ‘Sieva’, ‘Henderson Bush (Dwarf Sieva)’, ‘Jackson 
Wonder Butterbean’ (Phaseolus lunatus) large, flat, yellow/
white variety of lima bean often known as butterbeans in the 
southern U.S. Sievas are native to South America and were 
grown by Virginia Indians by the 1700s.
Mustard ‘Southern Giant Curled’ (Brassica juncea) traditional 
Southern favorite from before 1880.

Parsley ‘Giant from Italy’ (Petroselinum crispum) to America 
with European colonists; an old Southern African American 
legend said it was unlucky to transplant parsley from the old 
home to the new.

Peanut (Arachis hypogaea) ‘Carolina African Runner’* was 
thought extinct but has been recently recovered by David 
Shields. The “original peanut,” it was brought by West African 
slaves in 1600s. ‘Carolina Black’ is a rare heirloom black-
skinned peanut from N.C. grown during the 1800s that may 
have been used as a substitute for black Bambarra (African 
ground nut). 

Commentaires du présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
In 2012, Old Salem launched the Homowo Harvest Seed Collection, featuring seeds from Africa and those tied to African-American foodways. After a year of research and community consultation, including input from local African American elders, the collection highlighted heirloom varieties significant to Winston-Salem's African American history. It was available at Old Salem from 2013 to 2018.



Seed Saving & Garden Lab

Commentaires du présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
The Seed Saving Lab at Old Salem opened in 2019 in the Herbst House, becoming the public face of Old Salem’s Historic Plant Collection. It served as a space for both seed cleaning and storage, AND visitor engagement. We began educating about the importance of preserving heirloom seeds and sharing the stories of Salem's horticultural heritage.



Horticulture Center

Commentaires du présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
In March of 2024 we moved opened a new space for visitor engagement, our Horticulture Center. The education initiative which started in the Seed Saving Lab continues here but in a better location with excellent proximity to the gardens. It also has a space for presentations and workshops. We still have our Seed Saving Lab but it is a behind the scenes workplace. Our Horticulture Education staff also lead garden tours and engage with school groups out in the gardens on nice days.



“Plants have 
histories too” 

F.A.B.

Commentaires du présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
"Plants have histories too!" Was the title of a talk Flora Ann Bynum gave in the mid-1970s. We have adopted this saying as unformal mission statement of our Horticulture Education efforts.
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