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Welcome to this presentation on the kitchen garden tradition at the Barony Rosendal in Norway. My name is Annegreth Dietze, and I am a professor at the Norwegian University of Life Sciences near Oslo. Since 2020 I oversee the park projects at the Barony. In this presentation, I will begin with a brief introduction to the site’s context before focusing on the three most significant historical layers of the kitchen gardens. I’ll then share updates on recently completed and ongoing projects and conclude with a few thoughts and questions about the future direction for the kitchen gardens.
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The Barony Rosendal is located on the west coast of Norway, approximately a two-hour drive from Bergen. To begin, I’d like to remind you that garden art and cultural development are deeply influenced by politics and the specific context of the time, including the people involved. From the 14th to the early 19th century – during the period when the Barony was established – Norway was part of Denmark and governed by the Danish King. And for most of the 19th century, Norway came under Swedish rule, and it wasn’t until 1905 that the country gained independence.This historical context is important because it explains why Norway lacks the extensive royal parks and gardens found in Denmark, Sweden, and other European countries. In Norway, the societal layer that had the greatest influence on garden art – during the period when the Barony was established – was comprised of merchants, shipsowners, and wealthy civil servants. This group plays a crucial role and their contributions remain our primary source for studying garden art and culture from this era.



Source: Barony Rosendal

Barony Rosendal in autumn colours, with a view to the rose garden and the impressive mountains in the background
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The manor house, or "little castle," situated between the impressive mountains on one side and the Hardangerfjord on the other, is a typical example of its time and context. The first owners and founders were Karen Mowatt, the daughter of a wealthy Norwegian family, and the Danish Ludvig Rosenkrantz. The work with the manor began around 1662 and was completed by 1665. This estate reflects a transition from Renaissance ideals to the emerging Baroque style.  



The main entrance with the impressive mountainious landscape in the background
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Today, the Barony primarily showcases the remnants of a 19th-century landscape. Here you can see the main entrance with the impressive Malmangernuten mountain serving as a dramatic backdrop. In the past, the owners and visitors always arrived by boat, as it was the fastest and safest way to connect with key Norwegian and international business partners and family members. The main entrance was connected to the harbour via a tree-lined avenue.Thanks to the sea routes, garden owners had easy and direct access to developments in other European countries and cultures. This facilitated the adoption of new garden styles, plant use, and gardening techniques, which were quickly adapted to suit Norwegian conditions, needs, and interests.  



Views from the landscape park (1849-1880), featuring the Old Smithy
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Norwegian gardens clearly demonstrate a pragmatic approach to integrating new styles into their own context and possibilities, while still maintaining an interesting artistic flair. Here you see the Old Smithy in the landscape garden, established in the second half of the 19th century. 



Views from the landscape park (1849-1880) with the recently reconstructed tower ponds and the small tower
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And here a folly located in the landscape park



Sources: Wikipedia and 
State archives Bergen

The first layer 

of kitchen gardens

1666-1678

Seed order from 1666/1667
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We will move on to the first layer of kitchen gardens. Parallel with the manor house, the first garden at Rosendal was established already in 1666 and 1667. Orders and bills mention both seeds, gardener tools and «fish for a fishpond». This list from 1667 mentions mainly vegetables like: carrot, cabbage, savoy cabbage, cauliflower, onion, kale, turnip, pumpkin, cucumber, beetroot, various lettuces, and artichoke. Or herbs such as: sage, chervil, basil, thyme.I am also including a picture of Karen Mowatt, the first female owner, as we believe that her role in designing and developing the garden has been underrepresented in previous research. 



Source: : State archive Bergen

The first layer 

of kitchen gardens

Undated plan depicting the design of the first garden
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While we do not have a precise plan of the original layout, we are fairly confident that this sketch of a plan reflects the design of the very first 17th-century garden. It shows the manor house on the right and the garden on the left, featuring 11 square beds and a small pavilion in the corner of the 12th bed. At the center of the garden, there is a small fountain, and the entire garden was enclosed by a stone wall. The main approach to the garden is marked by an avenue, which, according to other sources, may have been lined with walnut trees. Additionally, archival materials suggest that the edges of the garden beds were bordered with Boxwood (Buxus spp.). Research conducted in the 1990s has shown that these bed edges have survived into the present day.



Remnants of boxwood (Buxus spp.) in the garden today
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Here I am standing between two of the boxwood edges in 2005. DNA analysis conducted by Professors Dagfinn Moe and Per Harald Salvesen from University of Bergen, have confirmed that these surviving boxwood varieties date back to the 17th century. At one point in history, most of the boxwood edges were replaced by grass, but some sections preserved, and the trimming was stopped. This means that these hedges originally framed an extensive kitchen garden within the walled first formal garden at the Barony. 



Sources: State archive Bergen

The second layer 

of kitchen gardens

1745-1786

Sown in the garden, April 1746

Plan anno 1786
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Now, let's move on to the second historical layer of the kitchen garden in the 18th century. In 1745, Edvard Londemann took over the Barony. From his time, we have a few but significant documents preserved in the archive. One example, shown here, lists what was sown in the garden in April 1746. We can observe a repetition of the vegetables and herbs from the 17th-century lists, with some additions, including a wider variety of fruit trees and a few ornamental plants. On the right of this slide, you can see a plan of the house and garden from 1786.



The plan from 

1786 shows that 

nine beds were 

dedicated to 

growing 

vegetables and 

herbs
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This plan shows that nine of the original 11 formal beds were still dedicated to growing vegetables and herbs, while only two beds seem to have been designed for ornamental purposes (highlighted here with red oval). The manor house is again depicted on the right-hand side of the plan.



Sources: State archive Bergen

Interim layer 

1811-1836 

The formal (walled) garden was still used for vegetable 

and herbs. Here showing crop rotation between 1815-

1820
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Before we move on to the third and final layer of the kitchen gardens, I’d like to share another interesting record from the archive. This document provides a simple overview of the formal garden from the period between 1815 and 1820. It outlines a crop rotation plan for six years, with each formal bed being used for different crops. I’ve zoomed in on one specific example, showing the following sequence: in 1815 and 1816, rye grain, followed by potatoes in 1817, peas in 1818, and finally, strawberries in 1819 and 1820.



Source: WikipediaThe picture shows a selection of vegetables that were cultivated in the formal garden between 1815 and 1820

Commentaires du présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
Other vegetables or useful plants mentioned in the crop rotation plan include: kohlrabi, cauliflower, kale, carrots, turnips, savoy cabbage, parsnips, beets, pole beans, and cucumbers.So, it is interesting to note that the formal garden primarily served as a source of food supply also in the beginning of the 19th century. 



Source: Wikipedia

It was only in the 1830s that the owner invited a gardener from Bergen to transform one of the garden 

beds into a purely decorative feature. The picture showcases some of the plants introduced in 1834.
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It was not until around the 1830s that dedicated ornamental flowerbeds began to be created in the garden. Here pictures of some of the introduced ornamental plants mentioned in 1834.  



Source: Barony Rosendal

The third layer 

of kitchen gardens

1849-1896

Marcus Gerhard Hoff-Rosenkrone in 1850
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In the mid-19th century, a new chapter began with the third layer of kitchen gardens.Marcus Gerhard Hoff-Rosenkrone (1823-1896) inherited the estate following his father's death and embarked on a major transformation of the entire property starting in 1849.



Source: Barony Rosendal

A map from 1893 showing the entire new garden established between 1850 and 1893
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Marcus Gerhard Hoff-Rosenkrone passed away in 1896, leaving behind a map from 1893, which likely served as a record of his life’s work. This map provides a glimpse of what he had accomplished since the 1850s. The manor house is highlighted with a red circle. The park itself was developed in stages over time. 



The red lines indicate the boundaries of the former formal garden. Hoff-Rosenkrone demolished 

the wall, reduced the number of square beds, and turned the garden into a large park

Source: Barony Rosendal
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First, Hoff-Rosenkrone removed the wall around the formal garden, reduced the number of square beds, and opened the garden to the surrounding landscape. The red lines indicate the boundaries of the original formal garden and show the two beds that were removed.



Source: Barony Rosendal
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This is how the formal garden appeared after the transformation. Of the remaining seven formal beds, only two were dedicated to ornamental plants, while the remaining beds were still used for kitchen or vegetable cultivation.



Source: MARCUS, Special collection, 
Bergen University, main library
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Two pictures from 1865 and 1870 illustrate how the formal garden looked at that time: You can see the bed edges of grass, and fruit trees planted within. 



The red oval marks the established 

kitchen garden from the 1850s. The 

kitchen garden was integrated into the 

overall park design, not hidden behind 

walls or fences, but presented as a 

feature to be admired. 

Source: Barony Rosendal
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Also in the 1850s, as one of the first projects, Hoff-Rosenkrone established a large kitchen garden. The kitchen garden is located right next to the main entrance to the Barony, as you can see with the red arrow. All guests who arrived at Rosendal could not avoid noticing it. There were viewpoints down to the fjord, a pavilion, greenhouses placed directly across from the main gate to the Barony, as well as cold frames, hotbeds, areas with berries, fruit trees, and (to the left) along the wall, a large nursery. 



View from the highest point in the kitchen garden offering a glimpse over the beds and greenhouses, stretching out to the fjord and 

the surrounding landscape
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Here you can see the View from the highest point in the kitchen garden that is offering a glimpse over the beds and greenhouses, stretching out to the fjord and the surrounding landscape.



Source: Barony Rosendal

Side note: The entire park was dotted with fruit trees interspersed among ornamental trees and flower beds, including 

an espaliered orchard along wires and a large wall
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The 1893 map reveals that the entire park was dotted with fruit trees, seamlessly integrated among ornamental trees and flower beds. The names displayed on the map correspond to various types of fruit trees planted throughout the park. An espaliered orchard lined a large wall, which is highlighted and zoomed in here.  



The fruit trees are no longer there, but the area and the walls remain in the park – waiting for the next restoration project!
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The fruit trees are no longer there, but the area and the walls remain in the park – waiting for the next restoration project!



Kilde: Wikipedia
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GråpæreThe park featured a wide variety of pear trees, alongside apples, cherries, plums, peaches, apricots, and other more exotic species. 
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The park featured a wide variety of pear trees, alongside apples, cherries, plums, peaches, apricots, and other more exotic species. Having a wide variety of fruit trees was crucial for a large household like the Barony. This strategy ensured a steady supply of fruit throughout the entire season and year. Additionally, it helped mitigate risks. With different varieties blooming at different times, the garden was better protected against the potential impacts of adverse weather, such as late frosts or heavy rain during the flowering period. The results of the fruit harvest are documented in the Barony's records. The variety and quantity of the different sorts are impressive, with thousands and thousands of liters of fruit harvested every year. The fruits and vegetables that were not used in the Barony's household were sold at the market in Bergen.



The kitchen garden from the 1850s was first restored between 2000 and 2005

Current status and projects
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Now, let's turn to the current status and ongoing projects. Between 2000 and 2005, the kitchen garden was restored based on maps and records from Hoff-Rosenkrone's time, with a focus on preserving the original layout and selecting historically accurate plants. One of the garden beds is dedicated specifically to showcasing plants from the 17th and 18th-century seed lists. The idea was to give visitors an idea of the plant variety that would have been present in the formal walled garden before Hoff-Rosenkrone transformed the estate.



Barony Rosendal late 19th 

Commentaires du présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
Around 2000 also the greenhouses were restored. They are today used as a café and for storing potted plants during the winter. 



This included the reestablishment and restoration of the greenhouses, today used as a café and potted plants during the winter
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Around 2000 also the greenhouses were restored. They are today used as a café and for storing potted plants during the winter. 



Inside one of the greenhouses

Commentaires du présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
Here is an image taken inside one of the greenhouses.



Ongoing restoration projects nearing 

completion – the kitchen garden wall: 

before and after
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Since 2020, we have continued and initiated several restoration projects across all gardens, as well as the entire park and landscape. This slide shows the restoration of the stone wall along the kitchen garden, with before-and-after images. In the 19th century, this area close to the wall was home to the plant nursery.



Restoration of the garden beds featuring plant examples from the 17th and 18th centuries

2022-2023
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Another project focused on renewing the garden beds with the mentioned plant examples from the 17th and 18th century lists. 



The future of the kitchen garden at 

Barony Rosendal

- Should the kitchen garden be 

reintegrated into the formal 

garden?

- Can we ultilize the extensive 

plant lists from all three 

historical layer?

- How can the kitchen garden 

tradition play a larger role in 

todays activities and outreach 

efforts? 

- Could it serve as a gene bank 

for plants adapted to Nordic 

conditions and needs?

- What happens to the narrative 

of the rose garden in Rosendal?
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These final images highlight the current state of the formal garden. Today, the formal beds from the 17th and 18th centuries, are planted with a diverse selection of roses, which are not historically accurate to this garden. The upper image shows a garden map from around 1960, illustrating that vegetables were grown here alongside fruit trees until that time.  To conclude, the kitchen garden tradition at the Barony Rosendal has a long and rich history, far more extensive than what I have presented today. From today’s perspective, it is difficult to fully understand its depth as a visitor. One must therefore ask: What is the future of the kitchen garden at Barony Rosendal?Should the kitchen garden be reintegrated into the formal garden?Can we ultilize the extensive plant lists from all three historical layer?How can the kitchen garden tradition play a larger role in today’s activities and outreach efforts?  Could it function as a gene bank for plants suited to Nordic conditions and needs? Isn't the ongoing cultivation and knowledge-sharing of kitchen garden traditions also a key element in today's discussions on food security and sustainable agricultural practices?But what happens then to the narrative of the rose garden in Rosendal? 



Thank you!

Annegreth.Dietze@nmbu.noView from the kitchen garden toward Malmangernuten mountain at sunset 
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Thank you all for your attention!
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