
Jacques Soignon
Director Parks & Gardens Department 2001-2020
            Nantes  FRANCE
Vice-Président CCVS (French Plant Heritage)

www.jardins.nantes.fr

. 

Oct 2021

Nantes vegetable gardens :
 
From the old colonial school in Grand 
Blottereau Park to the Nurturing 
Landscapes...



100 

Parks & 

Gardens 

1200 /6000 Ha

of public green 

spaces 

 
     

Nantes city  that’s :
Annual
attendance :
18 
millions
visitors

And the golden 
flower in 2021...



1580 Rosa

1500 Camellia 350 Magnolia 130 Rhododendron

72 Quercus 667 Iris 219 Dahlia900 perennials

89 Viburnum

200 annuals bedding plants 2330 cacti & succulents 1100 epiphytes 725 tropicals useful plants

     Thousands of plants taxa in 100 gardens in a living show 

1500 Breton wild plants 



From the city with 100 gardens to The city in a garden



Parc du Grand Blottereau 



Grand Blottereau Park 



Grand Blottereau Tropical Greenhouses
Since 1902



Grand Blottereau Colonial School

Thomas Dobrée Molded Fruits 



Grand Blottereau Greenhouses
725  tropical useful plants



Grand Blottereau Greenhouses

       Cocoa                        Carambola                Coffee



Grand Blottereau Vegetable Garden
Orangery  and  traditional Buried greenhouse 



Grand Blottereau Vegetable Garden 



Grand Blottereau vegetable garden 

Calabash (Lagenaria)



Grand Blottereau vegetable garden 

Caper (Capparis spinosa)

Toothache plant (Acmella oleracea) Aibika (Abelmoschus manihot)



Grand Blottereau Park
Tropical Area 



Grand Blottereau Park 



Grand Blottereau Park 
Mediterranean Area



Grand Blottereau Park 
The Korean Area ( Suncheon hill)

Paddy field Tea plantation

LotusPantry



La Folie des Plantes(Plant madness) 
First week-end in September. 40000 visitors  



La Folie des Plantes(Plant madness) 



Jardin des Plantes 



Nº 1 attractions in Nantes 
(On TripAdvisor and Google)

Jardin des Plantes 

The most 

visited site in 

Nantes 

An increase 

from 1 to 2,5 

millions visits 

in 6 years(55% 

tourists) 



Jardin des Plantes 
7 Ha , 200 annuals bedding plants, 1500 Breton wild plants



Jardin des Plantes
  Vegetables  &  Terrace



Jardin des Plantes 
A  new vegetable presence in the flower beds



  
                    Petting and feeding farm animals

    Jardin des Plantes 



Nurturing Landscapes 



Nurturing Landscapes

 11 Gourmet Stations (2008)….



…. to the Nurturing landscape(2021)

Nurturing Landscapes



 Nurturing Landscapes



Town Hall garden transformation

2018

2020



The Vegetable garden Olympic Games



A living team of 500 people…a long-term city commitment
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